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The St. Tanmany Chamber
of Commerceheld its annual
Legislative Wap Up luncheon
on June 21 atThe mumwmgsm
near Mandevile, giving area
legislators & gance to update
local leadersin recent ses-
sions at the Caitol.

State Sens. haron Hewitt,
Patrick Mchath and Beth
Mizell attendd, as did state
Reps. Larry Fieman, Richard
Nelson, Bob Oven and Malin-
da White. Eact spoke briefly
about bills thy introduced
during the reent legislative
session and tie impacts lo-
cally. A briefquestion-and-
answer sessio ?z%ﬂ& with
thepublic.

Key takeawys from the

event includedVicMath telling

the crowd tha St. Tammany
received $33 milion for spend-
ing this year orinfrastructure
projects; includng widening of
La. 1077, creathg connections
between U.S. P0-and La. 59,
a roundabout ii the Madison-
ville area and the new U.8. 190
overpass at theBogue m.&m%m
River and Claborne Hill in
Covington.

“An investnent in infra-

strmcture is aninvestment in
theeconomy,” NeMath said.
Hewitt said tie clash over
a congressional redistricting
map approved by the Repub-
Lictn-majority Em_wmmgum,
which led to a siitby a group

of Elack voters tecause it only

inclided one majority-Blac

distriet, likely win t be wwﬁmma_

“ @w@vmﬁu« sg,ﬁ be re-
solted this weel, this month.
It ;ww be yearsbefore these

eage oot raankiad Bat T faal

State legislators reflect on

and now we’ll wait and see how
it plays out in court.” ;
Mizell urged St. Tammany
leaders 1o lend expertise and
attention: to problems that
plague less prosperous parts
of the state, mentioning the on-
going struggle to bring broad-

~band access to rural arveas of

Louisiana among the isstes.
“You're the best Louisian

is doing,” she said. “I'mi laying

the burdenon you all; because
somebody is going to have to
take notice and really get en-
gaged in what they think are
other people’s problems.”

- Frieman said District 74,
which he represents, is ex-
pected to be entirely within St.
Tammany Parish in this rotind
of redistricting; which he said
is-a plus for the parish.

Nelson said Hmmumwmﬂowm
passed a bill requiring schools
to use a-phonics-based cur-
riculum for children to teach
reading. He said about 25% of
schools dot’t use such a pro-
gram now, which has severe-
1y hanipered reading skills
among some state youth;

Owen said fund acquisitions
were made this session for wa:
ter-sector upgrades in parts of
his Slidell-area district. He not-
ed the parish-owned Tammany
Utilities system that has been
problematic for thousands of
customers east of the city and
the urgent need for an over-
haul to the antiquated utility,

White, who represents a sliv-

er of St. gémﬁ in aa Sun
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State Rep. Malinda White %%ma a question s%m E ow state m%m Larry Frieman, Bob Owen and Richard Nelson
listen at the Chamber of Commerce Legislative Wrap m? held atThe Greystone near Mandeville on June 21.



